
2012 Steilacoom Calendar for Sale 
 It’s here….the 2012 Steilacoom 

calendar.  It's a collection of 57 amazing 

pictures of Steilacoom, which were cap-

tured by different people who entered the 

2011 Steilacoom photo contest.  Sales of 

the calendar support the Steilacoom His-

torical Museum Association.  Calendars 

are $10 each, or you can buy 4 and get 

the 5th free.  They can be purchased at 

the Museum and at select local business-

es such as the Bair Bistro, Two Tea-

spoons, Key Bank, Espresso by the Bay, 

Steilacoom Marine & Spirits and the Red 

Ribbon Bazaar.  There is a limited num-

ber of calendars available, so be sure to 

buy one before they are gone. 

 

News from the Education Committee 

The education committee has 

hosted several events this quarter.  Our 

chosen heritage craft for 2011 was laven-

der wands.  The Lavender Wand work-

shop was well attended and participants 

took home at least one lavender wand.  

Thank you to teacher Julie Higgins. 

On October 22 the education 

committee hosted The Antiques Apprais-

al.  Thank you to Ernie Lopez for all his 

work to make this event a success.  And 

thank you also to members of the com-

mittee…Susan Small, Susanne Bacon, 

Buzz Brake, Johanna Crichton, and Mari-

anne Bull. 

As this newsletter goes to press, 

the committee is planning their annual 

Pumpkin Walk for Halloween Night.  

Children were asked to submit a carved 

pumpkin by that night, and then come 

back and walk in the orchard among the 

lit pumpkins, vote for their favorites and 

enjoy cider and doughnuts.  Prizes are 

awarded for the scariest, cutest, funniest, 

and the most creative.  Thanks to the 

Builders Club of Pioneer Middle School 

and their advisor Charm Harris for 

providing help with this event. 

Save the date:  January 17 at 7 

p.m. there will be a presentation on ER 

Rogers by Peggy Gross in the lower level 

of the Museum. 

 

It’s time to renew your 2012 Member-

ship 
 It may only be November, but 

we would kindly ask that you please re-

new your 2012 membership.  Please fill 

out the inserted form and mail it back to: 

“Steilacoom Historical Museum Associa-

tion, Attn: Membership, P.O. Box 88016, 

Steilacoom, WA 98388.”  By renewing 

this way, you will be eligible to random-

ly win some great prizes (see flyer for 

details).  And, volunteers are the founda-

tion of our organization, so please take a 

moment to consider which events or 

committees of which you would like to 

be a part.  We will start fresh and remove 

all 2011 volunteer interest information.  

Thank you for supporting our wonderful 

Association and its vital mission of pre-

serving Steilacoom’s history. 

 

Meet the Author, November 19th 

 Saturday, November 19th at 1:30 

author Michael Schein, a Seattle novelist, 

poet, playwright, and lawyer, will present 

an historical slide show, a talk and a 

reading with book signings for his new 

historic novel Bones Beneath Our Feet.  

This is the moving historical epic of the 

conquest of Puget Sound by the "Boston" 

tribe, lyrical fiction deeply rooted in the 

people and events that made our local 

history.  One focus of the book is the trial 

and hanging of Chief Leschi in 1858.  

Schein, a former teacher of American 

Legal History at the Seattle University 

Law School, comments that the story of 

Leschi is essential for all those who are 

passionate about tolerance, dignity and 

liberty.  This book was a Pacific NW 

Bookseller Celebration of Authors pick 

for 2011. 

 The reading will be in the Muse-

um, lower level.  There is no charge. 
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Magical Night at the Wagon Shop 
 Please join us at the Wagon 

Shop on Friday, December 2ndfrom 6:00 

to 8:00 p.m.  This is an opportunity to 

mingle with other members and enjoy 

some tasty treats and hot drinks.  The 

hot drinks will keep you warm as we 

watch Santa ride into town on the fire 

truck for the annual lighting of the 

Christmas tree.  The event is free and 

you are not obligated to bring any food 

or drink….just a warm jacket and an 

empty stomach!  We hope to see you!  

This event is brought to you by your 

Membership Committee. 

 

SHMA’s Adopt-A-Street Project 

 Have you noticed how “clean” 

Steilacoom Boulevard is between the 

Steilacoom Library and the Museum?  

You can thank a team of SHMA mem-

bers who have, for a number of years, 

picked up the litter along that beautiful 

stretch of road that runs through the 

much-loved “Tunnel of Trees”.  The 

Town of Steilacoom recently approved 

SHMA’s adoption of that section of 

roadway and formally recognized that 

adoption by placing Adopt a Street 

signs at each end that bear SHMA’s 

name.  Thank you Denise and Dieter 

Mielimonka, Lena and Tony Forsyth, 

Ron Lucas, and others who have walked 

many miles and picked up many bags of 

trash in order to maintain the beauty of 

Steilacoom! 

 

Letter from the President 

 Evidence of fall is in the air 

and scattered in stunning colors along 

the streets and sidewalks.  The brilliant 

deciduous trees certainly add sparkle to 

the backdrop of majestic firs.  Every 

change of season reminds me why I am 

so happy I moved to this beautiful area 

of the country. 

 What a wonderful setting and 

time of the year for our annual Apple 

Squeeze.  As the weather cooperated, 

the street was filled with hundreds of 

people.  It is such a joy for SHMA to be 

able to host an event where one can 

witness so many families having fun. 

 A huge thank you to Marianne 

Bull and the dozens and dozens of vol-

unteers who made it all happen.  Being 

there for the tent assembly on Saturday 

afternoon and from Sunday morning 

through cleanup, made me realize the 

number of people who actually work to 

make it all happen.  Besides the core of 

people who work a two hour shift, many 

people worked the entire day!  A few of 

those people were not even members.  

One I know has since joined and is anx-

ious to bring his whole family next year 

to join in the fun. 

 My friend Harriet from Chica-

go was visiting for the weekend and she 

worked every minute of the day.  She 

actually thanked me for allowing her to 

be a part of such a wonderful event.  

She was totally impressed with “our 

quaint little town on the sound” and all 

that SHMA does to help keep it that 

way.  It gave me a warm feeling to hear 

all her glowing words. 

 With all the work by Marianne 

and crew these past few months, you 

may think there had been no time for 

anything else sponsored by SHMA.  

That would be a wrong assumption.  

Judy Hopkins and her Education Com-

mittee have been hard at work hosting 

Kids Club, kids field trips, making a 

lavender wand class, two lecture series, 

the very successful antique appraising 

event, the upcoming Pumpkin Walk, 

etc.  A big thanks to Judy and all who 

made it happen. 

 As the year marches forward 

and December will be here before you 

know it, don’t forget to put December 

4th on your calendar.  I am looking for-

ward to our annual dinner meeting that 

night and going for elegance all the 

way.  Put on your finest and join us for 

a night of fun and camaraderie. 

Mary Lu Wetmore 

 

Director’s Corner 

 This is the last newsletter of 

the year, and time has flown by way too 

fast.  It has been a great “SHMA year”, 

though, with many notable events and 

accomplishments.  As I always do in my 

newsletter articles, I want to once again 

thank ALL of our volunteers who con-

tribute so much time and energy to-

wards making this Association the out-

standing organization that it is.  The 

fruits of their labor are reflected in the 

record-setting financial success of all of 
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this year’s big events, including the 

Steilacoom Dines Out program, the Ice 

Cream Social, Salmon Bake and Apple 

Squeeze.  I commend Joann Brake, 

Susanne Bacon, Roe Marcantonio and 

Marianne Bull, respectively, and all of 

their committee members for bringing 

excellence to our programs.  And of 

course, I must thank the general mem-

bership for your continued support of 

these events, including a special thanks 

to those of you who volunteered to 

work at them.  It must be noted, howev-

er, that volunteer numbers were down 

from past years, and although that did-

n’t dissuade the committees, it did 

cause “fewer to work harder”.  My 

challenge to the membership for the 

coming year is to become personally 

involved in your Association, be it 

through working at one or more of the 

fundraising events, by volunteering to 

serve on a committee, or by working as 

a docent in one of our three museum 

venues.  If you have been sitting on the 

sidelines, just “itching to play”, please 

don’t hesitate to give me a call (253-

380-0525) or send me an email 

(lmberjck@comcast.net) and I’ll scratch 

that itch.  The committees and event 

chairs need your help! 

Speaking of “help”, this upcom-

ing year will be my last as the Director, 

and the Board of Directors is seeking 

someone from within, or outside of, the 

general membership who is interested in 

working along-side me this year to grad-

ually learn the job and then assume the 

Director’s position next year (2013).  If 

you, or someone you know, have experi-

ence in operations and personnel man-

agement, possess leadership skills,  are 

excited about the Association, and have 

time (up to 20 hours a week) to devote to 

a worthwhile cause, then please  call or 

send me an email!  Your help is needed. 

I would like to express my per-

sonal thanks to the SHMA staff, Treasur-

er French Wetmore, Recording Secretary 

Ann Edington, Corresponding Secretary 

Ellen Balls, and Office Manager Susanne 

Bacon, for all you do for the Association.  

You all make the administrative burden 

much lighter! 

French has done an outstanding job of 

updating and revitalizing our financial 

programs.  Ann’s attention to detail has 

ensured exact historical documentation 

of our official proceedings.  Susanne 

Bacon has done a wonderful job of 

bringing much needed organization to 

the office.  She took on the added re-

sponsibility of disseminating all mail 

and incoming phone messages to the 

intended recipients within the organiza-

tion.  Ellen Balls readily accepted the 

task of managing SHMA’s email ac-

count, ensuring that the hundreds of 

emails received  each month were read, 

disseminated, and acted upon as neces-

sary.  My sincere thanks to all of you for 

your hard work and cheerful dedication 

to SHMA! 

Finally, I thank all of the com-

mittee and sub-committee chairs and 

their committee members for your hard 

work and effort in making this past year 

a record-breaker!   You do what you do 

so very, very well! 

 See you at the Annual Holiday 

Dinner and Meeting, December 4th at the 

Oakbrook Country Club! 

Jack Brake 

Annual Holiday Dinner:  December 4 at the Oakbrook Country Club 

This year’s Holiday Dinner will be at the Oakbrook Country Club from 6 to 9 p.m. on the 4th of December.  We will 

have the usual lineup of wine by the bottle and entertainment, but with a pay-as-you-go bar.  Cost will be $25 per per-

son.  Look for your invitation in the mail!  Here’s the menu: 

 Carved Roast Turkey with Homemade Stuffing & Gravy 

 Cranberry Sauce 

 Sweet Potato mash 

 Roasted Red Potatoes 

 Steamed Vegetables 

 Mixed Green Salad with Caesar, Italian & Ranch Dressing 

 Dessert – Pumpkin Crunch 

 Beverage: Water, Hot Tea, Hot Cider, Coffee 

Museum Holiday Store 

 The Museum Store goes festive from November 12 to December 5 with the Holiday Christmas Shop! 

 Decorative holiday items as well as the traditional store items will be available in a special seasonal display on the 

upper floor of the museum.  The new 2012 calendar will be available at $10 each--or buy four and get the fifth one free. 

 Advent calendars and beautiful wooden toys will delight the children on your list while distinctive and unusual 

gifts for yourself or others will be featured.  Vintage inspired jewelry, ornaments, and photo frames are some of the new 

items you will see.  Wonderful hostess gifts such as tote bags, unusual soaps and carved wooden serving pieces will tempt 

you as well as many other great items. 

 The Holiday Store will be open on Saturdays from 10 to 3 beginning November 12th, and Sundays from 12 to 4 

until December 5th.  While the store hours aren't long, the merchandise is great!  

 Come see for yourself how to get into the holiday spirit early. 

mailto:lmberjck@comcast.net
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November 12   Holiday Christmas Shop opens 

November 19   Meet the Author:  Michael Schein 

December 2   Magical Night at the Wagon Shop 

December 4   Annual Meeting 

December 5   Holiday Christmas Shop closes 

January 17   E.R. Rogers presentation 
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